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By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has
given us of his Spirit.
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We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of
his Spirit.
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proof that we live in him and he in us.”
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<Abstract>
Interpretation and Translation of 1 John 4:13

Chang Wook Jung
(Chongshin University)

The Greek text of 1 John 4:13 reads as follows: Ev to0t@ yivdokopev dti v
avT@® LEVOEV KOl aOTOG &V TLAV, OTL €K TOD TVEDLOTOG 0OTOD SEOMKEV TLAV.

Some elements of the text draw our attention: (1) the prepositional phrase év
to0t® may refer to the preceding verse(s) or the following 6tL clause; (2)
another prepositional phrase ¢k Tod nvedpartog requires a proper interpretation. It
is not clear why the author of 1 John enlisted this ambiguous expression instead
of a simple accusative form to mvelpe; (3) the last ingredient emerges in relation
to (1), i.e., an appropriate understanding of the conjunction dtt in the last clause.

Intriguingly, all the Korean Bible versions regard the first prepositional phrase
év 00T as pointing to the last 6ti-clause, even though it is also possible for the
phrase to refer to the content in the preceding verse(s). In addition, Korean Bible
translations unanimously render the second prepositional phrase as denoting
simply a direct object of the verb 5{8wuL: ‘he gave us the spirit’.

Is the translation of Korean versions reliable and appropriate? In order to find
an answer, | investigate the usage of the first prepositional phrase in 1 John by
looking at scholars’ views and translations of Korean and English versions.
Especially, 1 John 3:24b where a very similar sentence to the present verse
occurs is closely analyzed and compared with the present verse. I demonstrate
that the phrase refers more probably to the preceding verse(s) than the following
part. As a result, translators of Bible versions are required to find a way to
express such implication.

In addition, I examine scholars’ views concerning the second prepositional
phrase, ék tod mvedpatoc, and contend that the genitive case indicating source or
origin is connected with the verb to give rather than the verb fo know. I also
attempt to demonstrate that the conjunction 6tu in the last clause needs to be

properly understood and translated as because.



